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This one-day Symposium is being held to mark the mid-point of the IDentIFY 
project. Its objective is to inform stakeholders and potential benefi ciaries 
about the current status of FFC-MRI and to indicate its future 
direction and potential capabilities for enhancing the diagnosis 
and staging of disease, as well as the monitoring of treatment. 
In addition, lectures will be given by the leaders of three 
other Horizon-2020 projects related to magnetic 
resonance.

Please see overleaf for the Symposium schedule. 

Attendance at the Symposium is free of charge. 
However, attendees do need to register so that we 
can gauge numbers for catering. If you would like to 
attend the symposium, please register at this web 
page: 

If you would like to enquire about any aspect of the 
symposium, please email the IDentIFY project 
manager, Derek Turner, at derek.turner@abdn.ac.uk

www.identify-project.eu

One-Day Symposium

Fast Field-Cycling MRI – a New Imaging Modality
Aberdeen, UK, Friday 16th March, 2018

Venue: Suttie Centre for Teaching & Learning in Healthcare
Medical School Campus, University of Aberdeen, Aberdeen AB25 2ZD

Fast Field-Cycling MRI (FFC-MRI) is a novel magnetic resonance imaging technique, pioneered at the 
University of Aberdeen, which involves breaking one of the fundamental “laws” of MRI - that the 
applied magnetic fi eld must be held constant during image acquisition. By deliberately switching the 
magnetic fi eld during the collection of MR images, FFC-MRI is able to gain access to radically new types 
of endogenous contrast. It is already showing strong potential in the diagnosis and monitoring of a 
wide range of conditions, including stroke, osteoarthritis and cancer, and the world’s fi rst patients have 
recently been scanned using a prototype scanner at the University of Aberdeen.

The aim of the “IDentIFY” project is to conduct research that will bring FFC-MRI closer to widespread 
use in hospitals and research centres. The project’s nine-team consortium is working on diverse aspects 
of FFC-MRI, including theory, modelling, technology, contrast agents, magnetics and clinical applications. 
It has received €6.60 million from the EU’s Horizon-2020 science funding scheme and runs from January 
2016 to December 2019. 

This is an open symposium, but we would particularly 
welcome NHS sta�, industry representatives, engineers, 
physicists, mathematicians, IT specialists and academic 
colleagues. 
 

We are looking forward to hosting you all in Aberdeen, 
and expect an exciting day, with insightful 
interdisciplinary talks leading to fruitful discussion 
and new connections.

One-Day Symposium
A Celebration of the IDentIFY project
and Ten Years of ABIC

This one-day Symposium celebrates the achievements 
of the EU-funded IDentIFY project on Fast Field-Cycling 
MRI, as well as marking ten years of the Aberdeen 
Biomedical Imaging Centre (ABIC). It is aimed at those 
with an interest in medical imaging, its applications and 
technology. 
 

The event will comprise a number of lectures delivered 
by experts from a variety of disciplines in the field of 
medical imaging. There will be the opportunity to visit 
research laboratories, where new developments in MRI 
are taking place. It is anticipated that attendees will 
include medical doctors, physicists, engineers, 
IT specialists, industry representatives, and all those 
with an interest in the topic. 

Date & Time: Tuesday 22nd October 2019, 9:30am to 3:30pm
 

Location: 4th-floor Conference Room, Suttie Centre, Foresterhill, Aberdeen, UK

Attendance at the Symposium is free of charge, but we ask 
attendees to register on the following web page, so that we 
can gauge numbers: 

https://www.store.abdn.ac.uk/conferences-and-events/
conferences-symposia-seminars/research-innovation-cpd/
an-imaging-symposium-celebrating-identify-10-years-of-abic



One-Day Symposium

Fast Field-Cycling MRI – a New Imaging Modality
Aberdeen, UK, Friday 16th March, 2018

Morning session: FFC-MRI methods, technology and applications
09:00-09:30 Arrival & Registration

09:30-09:45
Welcome & Introduction Prof Steven Heys 

Head of School of Medicine, Medical Sciences & Nutrition 
University of Aberdeen

09:45-10:30
Overview of FFC-MRI and the  
IDentIFY Horizon 2020 project

Prof David Lurie
Chair in Biomedical Physics; Co-ordinator of IDentIFY project
University of Aberdeen

10:30-11:00
FFC-MRI: Technical challenges and 
solutions

Dr Lionel Broche
University of Aberdeen
Postdoctoral Research Fellow, IDentIFY project

11:00-11:30 Refreshments

11:30-12:15

FFC-MRI: What does the new information 
mean?

Prof Silvio Aime
Head of Dept of Molecular Biotechnologies & Health Sciences
Centre of Molecular Imaging
University of Torino, Italy

12:15-14:00 Lunch Posters and visits to FFC-MRI labs

Afternoon session: Complementary H2020 projects and the way forward

14:00-14:45

The Horizon-2020 GLINT project:  
“Promises and pitfalls in the translation 
of GlucoCEST into clinical practice: 
Early results from the GLINT 
Consortium”

Prof Xavier Golay
Professor of MR Neurophysics and Translational Neuroscience
UCL Institute of Neurology
Queen Square, London

14:45-15:30
The H2020 HyperDiamond project: 
“Diamond Quantum Technologies for 
Hyperpolarised MRI”

Prof Martin Plenio
Professor and Director of the Institute of Theoretical Physics
University of Ulm, Germany

15:30-16:00 Refreshments

16:00-16:45

The H2020 CONQUER project:
“Quadrupole enhanced relaxation: 
A concept for novel magnetic 
resonance imaging contrast agents”

Prof Hermann Scharfetter
Institute of Medical Engineering 
Graz University of Technology, Austria

16:45-17:30

FFC-MRI:  FFC-MRI: is this the 
technology breakthrough that patients 
and neuro-oncologists have been 
waiting for?”

Prof François Berger
Chair of Neuro-oncology and Director of INSERM Unit 1205
Grenoble, France

17:30 Closing remarks Prof David Lurie

Evening
19:00 Symposium Dinner For all pre-registered Symposium attendees. 

9.30am  registration and co�ee

10am   Professor David Lurie, 
  Chair in Biomedical Physics, University of Aberdeen: 
  “Welcome and summary of the IDentIFY project and its achievements”

10.45am  Professor Alison Murray, 
  Roland Sutton Chair of Radiology, University of Aberdeen and past Director of ABIC: 
  “Reflections on 6 years as ABIC Director”

11.30am  Break

12 noon  Professor Hermann Scharfetter, 
  Chair, Institute of Medical Engineering, University of Graz, Austria:
  “Fancy contrasts with FFC-MRI at high field: Lessons learned from the EU project CONQUER”

  Lunch

1.30pm  Dr Mary-Joan MacLeod, 
  Senior Clinical Lecturer, University of Aberdeen: 
  “Results from the first Clinical study using FFC-MRI: Acute Ischaemic Stroke”

2.15pm  Dr Keith Goatman, 
  Principal Scientist at Canon Medical Research Europe Ltd: 
  “Making AI part of routine clinical practice”

3pm   Dr Robert G Bryant,
  Commonwealth Professor Emeritus, Chemistry Department, University of Virginia, USA: 
  “MR Dispersion and its Applications”

3.30pm  Close
 
3:45pm  Opportunity to visit FFC-MRI 
  scanner laboratory

Programme

One-Day Symposium
A Celebration of the IDentIFY project and Ten Years of ABIC
Date & Time: Tuesday 22nd October 2019, 9:30am to 3:30pm
 

Location: 4th-floor Conference Room, Suttie Centre, Foresterhill, Aberdeen, UK


